N. C. WHEAT ACREAGE ®°— 


LOWEST SINCE 1930 


The North Carolina 1954 wheat a¢reage 


for harvest. is placed at 316,000 acres. 
This is 84,000 acres or 21 percent less 
than the acreage harvested last year and is 
the lowest acreage for harvest since 1930 
when Tar Hee] farmers harvested 265,000 
acres. The previous low acreage, since 
1930, was set in 1950 when 356,000 acres 
were harvested. 

Condition reports as of May 1 indicate 
a yield per acre of 21.5 bushels. If this 
yield is realized, a crop of 6,794,000 bushe 
els will be harvested this year. The May 1 
indicated yield of 21.5 bushels is the sec= 
_ond- highest of record, being exceeded only 
by the record yield of 23.0 bushels set in 
1961. A crop of 6,794,000 bushels for 
1954 would be 17 percent below the 1953 
crop of 8,200,000 bushels. 


1953 COTTON CROP 
TOTALS 449,000 BALES 


Ginnings for the 1953 season indicate 
a North Carolina cotton crop of 449,000 
bales of 500 pounds gross weight. The 
1953 crop was 21 percent below the 569,- 
000 bales grown by Tar Heel farmers in 
1952 and 14 percent less than the 10-year 
1942-51 average production of 522,000 
bales. 

Based on the average price of 33.0 
cents per pound for the season to May 1 
the value of the 1953 crop totals $74,116,= 
000 down 27 percent from the 1952 crop 
valuation of $101,471,000. The season 
average price for the 1952 crop was 35.68 
cents per pound, 

Cottonseed production from the 1953 


crop totaled 185,000 tons compared with. 


239,000 tons in 1952, It is indicated that 
Continued on page 3) 
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“APRIL. MILk PRODUCTION 
| RECORD 


Milk cows on Tar Heel farms produced 
161 million pounds of milk during April 
-- a new record for the month =» exceeding 
last year’s output for April by 17 million 
pounds, Average monthly production per 
milk cow in North Carolina herds is placed 
at 410 pounds, or 30 pounds above the 
rate during April 1953. 

The number of milk cows on North 
Carolina farms during April is estimated 
at 393,000 head, compared with 380,000 
on farms during April a year ago. 

Pastures have responded rapidly to 
spring rains and were in generally good 
to very good condition on the first of May. 
Weather during the month was favorable 
in most sections of the State for full utile 
ization of pastures as a source of feed, 


SHORT PEACH CROP 
IN PROSPECT 


The 1954 peach crop in North Caroe 
lina is indicated at 1,050,000 bushels, 11 
percent below the comparatively short crop 
of 1,180,000 bushels produced in 1953, and 
only 64 percent as large as the 10-°year 
(194352) average production of 1,649,000 
bushels. 

Reports from growers to the North Caro- 
lina Crop Reporting Service about May 1 
indicate that prospects for this year’s 
crop vary somewhat by areas..In the Sande 
hills area the set is generally poor to fair, 
while rather good crops are indicated for 
the Mt. Airy section. Damage by freezing 
temperatures in March was quite heavy 
with Elbertas being affected most severely. 
Droughty conditions last fall are also be= 
lieved to have contributed to the poor crop 
prospects for this year. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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COTTON (Continued) 


farmers in this State received an average 
price of $51,30 per ton with total produc- 
tion of cottonseed valued at $9,490,000 
The 1952 cottonseed crop was valued at 
$17,017,000. 

The combined value of lint and cotton= 
seed from the 1953 crop,:at $83,606,000 
was down 29 percent from the $118,488,000 
total valuation of the 1952 crop. 

Cotton in cultivation on July 1 in North 
Carolina is now estimated at 782,000 acres 
ee 29,000 acres or 4 percent above the ac- 
reage in cultivation on Julyl, 1952 and 
7 percent or 53,000 acres larger than the 
10*year average acreage in cultivation on 
this date, Abandonment of acreage in cule 
tivation on July 1 is placed at 0.9 percent 
or 17,000 acres, leaving 775,000 acres 
harvested, Tar Heel farmers harvested 
745,000 acres last year, and an average of 
719,000 acres for the period 1942*51, The 
vield of lint per acre harvested in 1953 
averaged 278 pounds «= 88 pounds below 
the 1952 yield and 67 pounds less than 
the 10*°year average, 

The two principal causes for reduced 
yields in 1953 were dry weather and weevil 
damage, according to North Carolina cote 
ton reporters. These two factors alone 
accounted for a reduction from a full yield 
of 29 percent, boll weevil 15 percent, and 
deficient moisture 14 percent. 


The 1953 season was favorable for 
planting and early plant growth. Weevils 
began emerging at an early date in rela- 
tively large numbers and were found to be 
present in all cotton growing areas in late 
May. Between the first of June and late 
July cotton developed rapidly as also did 
the boll weevil population. It was during 
this period that a large portion of the bol] 
weevil damage occurred. Drought condi- 
tions began developing in most cotton 
counties. It was not until about August 1 
that damage from drought conditions started 
Showing up. This explains the rather un- 
usual situation of heavy losses to both 
weevil and dry weather during the same 
season. 


RYE CROP ABOVE LAST YEAR 


A 1954 rye crop of 285,000 bushels 
is forecast for North Carolina. This is 
53,000 bushels or 23 percent above the 
1953 crop. 

May 1 condition reports indicate a 
yield per acre of 15.0 bushels. This come 
pares with the 1953 yield of 14.5 bushels 
and equals the record yield set in 1952. 

The 1954 rye acreage harvested for 
grain is placed at 19,000 acres or 19 per- 
cent above the 16,000 acres harvested 
last year. 


N. C. FINAL COTTON REPORT WITH COMPARISONS 

ACRES IN CULTIVATIONsseececccacs eeccccee THOUS. ACRES 601 ae 
ACRES HARVESTEDeeseeeeccess eacecncesee eee THOUS. ACRES 580 702 
LINT YIELD PER HARVESTED ACREseeecesee= ee POUNDS 149 370 
PRODUCTION (LINT)secseccencecetecccnccns THOUS. BALES 2/ 181 542 
AVERAGE PRICE RECEIVED PER POUND (LINT) « CENTS 41.04 38.75 
VALUE’OF PRODUCTION (LINT) ceeceeacescces THous. DOLS. 37,158 | 105,019 
PRODUCTION (COTTONSEED) seesceeeeeees eee THous. TONS 75 228 
AVERAGE PRICE RECEIVED PER TONeseseencee DOLLARS 83.00 69.20 
VALUE OF PRODUCTION (COTTONSEED) +*seeee . THous. DOLS. 6,225 15,778 
VALUE OF PRODUCTION (LINT AND SEED)+eeee THous. DoLs. 43,383 | 120,797 
FARM DISPOSITION OF COTTONSEED 

CASH SALESeeeeaenccccesescce eceecesesees THOUS. TONS 59 203 
USED ON FARMS Q/eeeasceccnnecencccnnccce THOUS. TONS 16 25 
REDUCTION FROM FULL YIELD PER ACRE FROM: 

DEFICIENT M@ISTURE sce ce cecencncacnnceces PERCENT 1 
EXCESSIVE MOISTUREserencenwcccenescvence PERCENT 8 

OTHER CLIMATI Ca ceeceennncncnnccnnanccccs PERCENT y) 

BOLL WEEVIiLe wee wenn eeeeessesecensesnssse PERCENT 54 

OTHER INSECTS ce cenescccccennenascsances PERCENT 2 

TOTAL REDUCTION FROM FULL YIELDeeeenccee PERCENT 69 


L/ Revised. 2/ 500 1b. gross weight bales. 3/ Includes some sales between farms, 
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FARM PRODUCTION AND INCOME FROM MILK 


SET NEW RECORDS 


Farm production of milk in North Caro» 
lina during 1953 reached a record high of 
1.7 billion pounds, more than 6 percent 
above production in 1952, 

Cash receipts from marketings of all 
milk and cream reached a record high of 
$56,209,000 - 7.7 percent above receipts 


IN 1953 


of $6.08 per 100 pounds for whole milk 
during the year = 27 cents below the 1952 
average. 

Producers sold (as milk and cream) 
925 million pounds of milk during 1953, 
compared with 822 million pounds sold 
the previous year «= an increase of 12,5 


in 1952. Producers received an average percent above the 1952 sales. 


FARM PRODUCTION, DISPOSITION AND INCOME FROM MILK 


IN NORTH CAROLINA 1952-1953 
FARM PRODUCTION AND VALUE OF MILK: 
NUMBER OF MILK COWS ON FARMS 3/---+-¢--- ete eee ee eee 367,000 382,000 
PRODUCTION OF MILK AND MILKFAT: 
MILK PRODUCTION PER MILK COW 4/ee-eeeeeercccrceee 4,400 4,490 
MILKFAT PRODUCTION PER MILK COW-+#-ceee2eee ce ceee : 194 198 
PERCENTAGE OF FAT IN MILKeeeeee-= Se 4.40 4.40 
TOTAL MILK PRODUCTION ON FARMS 4/e-+e--+e--2e2220- 1,615,000 ,000 1,7154000,000 
TCTAL MILKFAT PRODUCTION ON FARMS 4/-+--ceeeeeese 71,000,000 75,000,000 
BUTTER CHURNED ON FARMS--2+se-+e---+eee-- encore cee eens 19,500,000 18,900,000 
VALUE OF MILK USED FOR FARM CONSUMPTION 
AND FARM BUTTER 5/ ete eee et erence sores eee wees 48 ,070,000 45,722,000 
GROSS FARM INCOME FROM DAIRY PRODUCTS 6/+--------- 100,242,000 101,931,000 
FARM VALUE OF MILK PRODUCED 7/+--+++e-eree+eee-e-= 102,552,000 104,272,000 
MILK USED AND MARKETED BY FARMERS 
AND CASH RETURNS PER UNIT MARKETED 3/ 
MILK USED ON FARMS WHERE PRODUCED: 
FED TO CALVES+-+e-s-re--e-% ree tere eee ee eee ence eens 36,000,000 38,000,000 
CONSUMED AS FLUID MILK OR CREAM=2+eeeccn=e ee ee ene 385,000,000 391,000,000 
USED FOR FARM CHURNED BUTTER-++--2-eeenccccce acces 372,000,000 36 1,000,000 
TOTAL UTILIZED ON FARMS=-+e--e---e% teeter eww ee enn 793,000,000 790,000,000 
MILK MARKETED BY FARMERS: 
DELIVERED TO PLANTS AND DEALERS AS WHOLE MILK-ee-ee 685,000,000 790,000,000 
AS FARM SKIMMED CREAMsrcece cece cen cree erence ences 11,000,000 10,000,000 
RETAILED BY FARMERS AS MILK AND CREAM §/--+--++ee>--- 126 ,000, 000 125,000,000 
TOTAL IN COMBINED MILK AND CREAM MARKETINGS----=-- 822,000,000 925,000,000 
AVERAGE PER UNIT CASH RETURNS FROM 
MILK AND CREAM MARKETINSS 9/ 
PER 100 LB. MILK~--+-----+- cece cee nee Se er ccecee 6.08 
PER LB. MILKFAT++- cece ne nec c ee wee ene eee c ene wen ece - e353 
MILK AND CREAM MARKETED BY FARMERS: 
MILK SOLD TO PLANTS AND DEALERS 
QUANTITY SOLD+o+ eee cree en cece ene cene ocwccccecess 685,000,000 790,000,000 
PRICE PER i100 LB. ------- cece nene ccceees coerce eer eee 5.75 5.50 
RECEIPTS FROM SALES--+----e-- cece reer een ccee cceeee 39,388,000 43,450,000 
CREAM SOLD TO PLANTS AND DEALERS: 
QUANTITY MILKFAT SOLD----eee----e ener cece ree eee ecee 460,000 420,000 
PRICE PER POUND FATecees see cee nee eee e ewe eee eee 60 55 
RECEIPTS FROM SALES---e-- See core ee ee cenee 276,000 231,000 
MILK AND CREAM RETAILED BY FARMERS: 
QUANTITY SOLD, MILK EQUI VALENTecces ce ee owen cece nne 59,000,000 58,000,000 
PRICE PER QUART+-eescerc cree cee cere wn ceces eer cccece i Ze 2186 
RECEIPTS FROM SALES------e ee ccecee eee eee 12,508,000 12,528,000 
CASH RECEIPTS FROM MARKETINGS OF ALL MILK & CREAM--= WAS ed OleOle) 56,209,000 


l/ Revised. 2/ Preliminary. 3/ Average number during year, heifers that have not freshened 
excluded. 4/ Excludes milk sucked by calves and milk produced by cows not on farms. 

5/ Milk.used for fluid consumption and home-made butter on farms where produced, valued at 
average per unit returns for milk utilized in all farms for sale. 6/ Cash receipts from 
marketings of milk and cream plus value of milk used for farm consumption and farm butter 
churned. 7/ Gross farm income plus value of milk fed to calves. 8/ Approximations based 
on health officers reports of sources of fluid milk in villages, towns and small cities, and 
information on sales by producer-distributors. 9/ Computed from the cash receipts from 


marketings of all milk and cream divided by the quantity of milk or milkfat represented in 
the marketings. 
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WEATHER SUMMARY FOR APRIL, 


The first half of April was changeable, 
with frequent passages of weather fronts 
across North Carolina. Low pressure 
storms passing eastward across the coun 
try passed mostly to the north of the State, 
and the resulting stormy weather was gene 
erally mild here. The last half of the 
month was marked by slower moving weathe- 
er patterns, with a weekeslong period of 
fair weather just after midemonth,. Early 
April was rather windy, but with a more 
Sluggish pattern of the last part of the 
month, quieter weather prevailed. There 
was little extreme weather in April, ale 
though the front which passed eastward 
across North Carolina on the 8th produced 
some vigorous local thunderstorms. 

Precipitation was”~ generally rather 
light during April, although not unusually 
so for the time of year. April in North 
Carolina is normally the driest month out- 
' side of Autumn. Rainfall over the State 
as a whole averaged around three inches 
during April, 1953, ranging from less than 
two inches over considerable areas of the 
coast and along the eastern slopes of the 
mountains to near five inches at widely 
scattered points over the southern half 
of the State, Most of the rain fel] in com= 
paratively light showers, with perhaps 
half of North Carolina going through the 
entire month without having as much as 
an inch of rain in one day. Isolated areas, 
however,had heavy thundershowers amount- 
ing to one and oneehalf to two inches. 


1954 

April, 1954, was the warmest April on 
record over a large part of North Carolina, 
Average temperatures over the State for 
the month ranged about four degrees above 
longeterm April averages, the departure 
being more than five degrees in the south- 
ern mountains, and around three to four 
degrees over the remainder of the State, 
There was little unusually warm weather 
however, the high average temperature 
resulting from the fact that it was cone 
sistently warm throughout almost the en- 
tire month. The coolest weather occurred 
during the first few days, when some ree 
ports as low as the freezing point were re=- 
ceived; most of the State remained above 
freezing all month. The hottest weather 
occurred during the final week, with a 
few scattered readings up to 90 degrees, 


HAY STOCKS DOWN 


Hay stocks on North Carolina farms 
totaled 160,000 tons as of May 1. This 
is 124,000 tons or 44 percent less than 
hay stocks of 284,000 tons on farms as 
of May 1 last year, 

National hay stocks on farms totaled 
15,177,000 tons as of May 1. This come 
pares with total U. S. farm stocks of 14,- 
719,000 tons as of May 1, 1953. 


NORTH CAROLINA-INCHES OF RAINFALL, APRIL 1954 


2" 


Rainfall data furnished 
By Dept. of Commerce 
Weather Bureau, Raleigh 
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TOBACCO (Continued) 


Total flue cured production of 832,= 
305,000 pounds in the State declined 7.3 
percent from 1952, This decline is based 
entirely on acreage reductions in 1953 
since the all flue cured yield of 1235 
pounds per acre exceeds the 1222 pound 
yield obtained for the 1952 flue cured crop. 
Hard hit during 1953 was the ‘‘Old Belt’’ 
or Type 11 area of the State where drought 
cut into the crop. It was in this area 
where the greatest harvested acreage de- 
cline occurred -= the only area where 
yields were below 1952 and the only area 
where quality declined and a lower average 
price was obtained in 1953 than was the 
case in 1952. Value of the Type 11 crop 
for 1953 is placed at $116.8 million = 
26.5 percent below the $158.8 million 
value of the 1952 crop. Value of all 
other types for 1953 exceeded the 1952 
values. The total flue cured crop valued 
at $447.1 million was only slightly less 
than the 1952 value. 

The 1953 Burley crop acreage declined 
slightly while a record 1800 pound per 
acre yield was obtained, compared with 
1680 pounds per acre for 1952, Burley 
production and value for 1953 exceeded 
that for 1952 »-- with production placed at 
20,520,000 pounds and value at $11.0 
million. 

Value of all types for North Carolina 
in 1953 amounted to $458.1 million come 
pared with $458.4 million for 1952 and 
$534.9 million, record high value, for the 


1951 crop. 


N. C. EGG PRODUCTION 
APRIL 1954 


Production of eggs in North Carolina 
during April 1954 amounted to 141 mil- 
lion eggs. This amount is seasonably 
lower than the 156 million produced during 


March 1954 but is slightly higher than 
the 139 million produced during April 
1953. 


The monthly average number of lays 
ers on North Carolina farms during April 
was placed at 7,848,000. This number 
is 6.5 percent lower than the monthly ave 
erage of 8,395,000 layers on hand a year 
earlier. 
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PEACHES (Continued) 


The 1954 peach crop in the 10 Southern 
States is indicated at 10,423,000 bushels, 
21 percent below the 1953 crop of 13,254,- 
000 bushels and 2 percent below the 1952 
crop of 10,663,000 bushels. The 1943-52 
average is 13,044,000 bushels. 

Prospects in Alabama are above last 
year’s crop; Georgia, South Carolina and 
North Carolina show slightly smaller pro- 
duction than in 1953; Arkansas, Mississ= 
ippi and Florida crops are about one-half 
of the previous year’s production while 
near-failures are reported for Louisiana, 
Oklahoma and Texas. The cold weather 
during March damaged the crop in all areas 
with the more severe damage occurring in 
the western portion of the 10 Southern 
States. The dry weather of 1953 probably 
had an adverse effect on the set and dev- 
elopment of fruit buds in some commercial 
areas, 


PEACH CROP ESTIMATES 


STATE AVERAGE 1953 
1943.52 


THOUSAND BUSHELS 


N. CAROLINA 1,649 1,180 
Se CAROLINA 3,279 3,536 
GEORGIA 3,433 3,312 
FLORIDA 50 18 
ALABAMA 741 1,000 
MISSISSIPPI 552 608 
ARKANSAS Waite 1,836 
LOUISIANA 148 179 
OKLAHOMA 382 402 


TEXAS 1,027 ies 


10 STATES 13,044 13,254 


1/ 110 bushels unharvested on account of 
economic conditions. 


A 5 percent increase in North Caro- 
lina’s WATERMELON acreage is _ indi- 
cated for 1954. Growers’ reports indicate 
a total of 10,500 acres will be grown this 
year. Last year 10,000 acres of melons 
were harvested. 
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U. S. CASH RECEIPTS, 
JANUARY-MARCH 1954 


Cash receipts from farm marketings in 
the first quarter of 1954 totaled approxi- 
mately 6.6 billion dollars, down 3 percent 
from last year. The total volume of mare 
ketings was about the same as a year ago, 
but prices averaged slightly lower. First 
quarter’ livestock receipts of 4.1 billion 
dollars were only slightly below a year 
earlier as small declines for dairy proe 
ducts and broilers were largely offset by 
increased receipts from hogs, On the 
other hand, crop receipts of 2,5 billion 
dollars were down 7 percent, with lower 
receipts from wheat, cotton, soybeans and 
vegetables. 

The preliminary estimate of cash ree 
ceipts in March is 20 billion dollars, up 
Slightly from February but slightly lower 
than a year earlier, March receipts from 
livestock and products are estimated at 
1.4 billion dollars, crop receipts at 0.6 
billion. 


CHICK PLACEMENTS UP 


During April of this year, hatcheries 
and dealers serving the Central and West- 
ern commercial broiler areas of N. C. 
placed 5,407,000 baby chicks with broiler 
producers, the highest of record for the 
month. This compares with 5,306,000 
(revised) placed during the month of March 
e- an increase of 2 percent and is 13.5 
percent above total placements for April 
a year ago. 

The number of eggs set by these hatche 
eries also set a new record high for the 
month of April as hatcheries serving the 
commercial broiler areas set 9,242,000 
eggs during the month. This was 2 pete 
cent above the number set last month and 
26 percent above the number set for the 
same month a year ago. 


